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affirm anything which would foster a sentiment of antipathy
to Asiatics, it is very evident that his view of the problems
involved is very partial and one-sided. It is useful, however,
to note it,

The Dutch in South Africa have always opposed the
immigration of Indians, and in the Orange River Colony it
has never been permitted (except in the case of male
domestic servants, and then only under special permit which
is not easily obtained), and in the Transvaal strenuous efforts
have always been made to prevent it. One of the first acts
of the Botha Ministry was the now famous Asiatic Law
Amendment Act, which provided for a system of registration
and identification to which bitter exception was taken by the
Indians, and even the modifications which were introduced
do not seem to have removed their grievances. It is to be
hoped that arrangements will be made which will be sufficient
to meet the demands of the immediate future, but it is
evident that the problems involved are very difficult, and no
vigilance, no imagination, no wisdom can be too great for the
task of reconciling the opposing forces. When we have done
everything to diminish friction, there will remain a tremend-
ous problem for our successors, merging into a yet more
tremendous problem for white civilisation as a whole, and it
should receive immediate and earnest study.

When British writers are inclined to criticise the actions
of Japan in Korea, they should compare them with what
has happened in Egypt under the authority of
syp' the British Government. Years ago solemn
promises were made that Egypt would be evacuated by British
troops, but they are still there, and their presence is justified
not by abstract principles of justice or morality but because
of political conditions. We need not, meantime, discuss this
aspect of the subject, and it is only mentioned to recall the fact
that responsible Governments believe that their actions are
very often limited by political conditions which make it impos-
sible to carry out the ideals with which they started.

The interest of Great Britain in Egypt arises chiefly from